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Black Nugget Lake Observatory 
Access Policy and Rules of Conduct 
Updated: Dec 15, 2021 

1. General 

Through an agreement with Beaver County (the County), the RASC Edmonton Centre (the Society) has 
access to a portion of land at the north end of the Black Nugget Lake Campground (the Observing 
Site) for the purpose of maintaining an astronomical observing site. The Observing Site corresponds 
to Group Site 8 in the campground. 

 

The agreement requires that RASC Edmonton Centre “establish procedures for access to, and security 
of, the Observing Site.” Access to, and security of, the astronomical observing facilities on the 
Observing Site is the sole responsibility of the RASC Edmonton Centre at all times, via the Black 
Nugget Lake Observatory (BNLO) Committee. 

All RASC Edmonton Centre members (members) that request and are authorized to access the 
Observing Site, must follow these rules of conduct. 
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2. Access Policy 
 
1. Access Period 

An authorized member may use the Observing Site from the day after Thanksgiving Day until 
April 30 of the following year (the Society Period). An authorized member shall only use the 
Observing Site for astronomical purposes. 

 
During the period from May 1 to Thanksgiving Day of each year, the County uses the 
Observing Site for camping purposes (the County Period). Any RASC Edmonton Centre 
member wishing to use the Observing Site for astronomical purposes during the County 
Period must register with the Campground Operator and pay the associated camping fees for 
Group Site 8. 

 
2. Access Level 

When first granted access to the Observing Site an authorized member starts as a “BNLO Level 
1 Operator”.  A Level 1 Operator has ongoing requirements, permissions and responsibilities 
described in the document BNLO Operator Levels (found in the BNLO tab of the Edmonton 
RASC Members' Area). 
 

3. Access Location 
To access the site, travel south east on Highway 14. Continue about 10 km past Tofield until 
you get to Range Road 182. Turn south for another 11 km until you reach Township Road 492. 

During the Society Period, access is through a locked gate on the north end of the 
campground, 300 metres east on Township Road 492. 

During the County Period access is via the main campground entrance. 
 

4. Access Codes 
The access codes for the Observing Site are changed annually. 
 

5. Members Only 
Only authorized members and their guests are permitted to use the Observing Site. Members 
are responsible for their guests. 
 

6. Termination of Access 
Access to the Observing Site may be terminated at the sole discretion of the BNLO Committee. 
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3. Rules of Conduct 

 

1. COVID-19 Rules 

All BNLO users must follow the current public health measures that are noted at 
https://www.alberta.ca/enhanced-public-health-measures.aspx. 

As of Oct 7, 2021 this means: 

BNLO users accessing the Observing Site is considered an "outdoor social gathering". 
"Outdoor private social gatherings [are] limited to a maximum of 20 people, with 2 metre 
physical distancing at all times." This means that while at BNLO, you must maintain 2 metre 
physical distancing at all times. 

Usage of the Visitor Centre falls under the rules for "indoor social gatherings". "Indoor private 
social gatherings are limited to a single household plus one other household to a maximum of 
10 vaccine-eligible, vaccinated people and no restrictions on children under 12." This means 
that one or two vaccinated households may use the Visitor Centre on any given night. If you 
are not part of the vaccinated households who opened up the Visitor Centre the night you are 
there, you are not allowed to enter the Visitor Centre. 

The BNLO Committee understands that these pandemic related regulations are bothersome, 
but knows it can count on all BNLO users to follow them. Not following them may result in the 
RASC being denied access to the site, besides the provincial fines noted at the above website. 
BNLO user adherence to the above regulations and measures will be monitored and action 
will be taken if noncompliance occurs. This may include revoking access privileges.  

 
2. Keep the access codes confidential. 

Do not share the access codes with anyone. 
 

3. On Arrival 
After you enter the Observing Site, you must close and lock the north gate behind you. 
See North Gate Interlocks at the end of this document. 
 

4. Protocol for Golf Course Lights 
The security lights at the Coal Creek Golf Course can be turned off if they interfere with 
astronomical observing or imaging. Follow this protocol if you want the lights turned off: 
 

a) On arrival at the BNLO observing area (Group Site 9) (and not before), send a text to 
either of the following people, with your name and requesting that the lights be 
turned off and how long you plan to stay. 

 
Warren Finlay: 1-780-952-4707 or Luca Vanzella: 1-780-964-0406 

 
b) On departure from BNLO, send a text to THE SAME person initially contacted, stating 

that the lights can be turned on. 

https://www.alberta.ca/enhanced-public-health-measures.aspx
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c) If there are multiple people on site, arriving and leaving at different times, then they 

should coordinate among themselves so that only one text is sent on arrival and on 
departure. 
 

5. Dark Site Etiquette 
Follow the etiquette for dark sites posted on 
https://edmontonrasc.com/dark-sites. 

 
6. Electrical Power Consumption 

The RASC Edmonton Centre pays for electrical power used at BNLO during the Society Period. 
The biggest factor determining the cost of power is the "Demand Charge" and the biggest 
factor determining the Demand Charge is the "Peak Demand".* To keep Demand Charges low 
and therefore keep RASC Edmonton Centre costs reasonable, please avoid using high watt 
devices that increase the Peak Demand, such as electrical heaters in vehicles, motorhomes, 
and trailers. 

 
* This website provides a good, Alberta-based overview: 
https://ucahelps.alberta.ca/understanding-demand-charges.aspx 

 
6. No Alcohol, Cannabis 

Alcohol or cannabis are not permitted on the site. 
 

7. Using the BAMT 
If you are authorized to use the Barry Arnold Memorial Telescope (BAMT), then you must 
follow the BAMT Policies and Procedures (found in the BNLO tab of the Edmonton RASC 
Members' Area). 
 

8. On Departure 
 

 When you leave the Observing Site, you must close and lock the north gate behind you. 
See North Gate Interlocks at the end of this document. 

 If you requested that the golf course lights be turned off, then send a text to THE SAME 
person initially contacted, stating that the lights can be turned on. See item 4. 

 
9. Log Your Access and Usage 

All access and usage of BNLO must be logged and reported to the BNLO Committee at this 
email address: bnlo_logging@edmontonrasc.com 
 
For each visit, please provide the following information within 7 days. 
 
Date: 
Name of RASC member: 
Name of guest(s): 
Hours on Site: 
Power used? (Yes or No): 

https://edmontonrasc.com/dark-sites/
https://ucahelps.alberta.ca/understanding-demand-charges.aspx
mailto:bnlo_logging@edmontonrasc.com
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What was power used for? 
Problems/Issues/Comments? 
 
Pro tip: 
Copying the above email address and the headings to your mobile device makes it easy to log 
a report. 
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4. North Gate Interlocks 
 

There are two locks on the North Gate, one for the County and one for the Society, which are 
interlocked to provide both parties independent access to the Observing Site. Please ensure that 
when the gate is locked, that the locks are correctly interlocked (see image below where the 
Society lock is on the left). 

Note: To set the combination on the Society lock, ensure you line up the numbers with the line 
above center. 

 


